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Oracle Announces Application Integration
Offerings 

Summary: The announcement of application integration offerings is a big step
forward  for  Oracle,  although  it  is  largely  of  interest  to  Oracle-centric
enterprises. 

Event: Oracle recently announced Oracle Integration Server, which provides an
infrastructure of a new set of products and services for application integration.
Scheduled  to  be  available  in  1Q00,  the  product  offerings  will  include
functionality for data transformation, business process coordination, messaging
services,  single  console  management  of  a  distributed  environment,  and
application  adapters.  These  will  be  complemented  with  implementation
services from Oracle's services group. 

First  Take:  This  announcement  represents  a  substantial  step  forward  for
Oracle  in  the  application  integration  segment.  On  paper,  Oracle's
announcement is a broad one with functionality that will, when shipped, place
it among the leaders in this segment. However, gaps remain in areas such as
its  native  messaging  middleware  as  well  as  the  number  of  adapters  for
third-party applications. Feature overlaps also abound: 

Two message brokers —  including Advanced Queuing and Message Broker 
Two process managers —  including Oracle Workflow and Integration
Server 
Multiple transformation services —  including a deal with TSI Software
International and the Carleton acquisition (see Gartner FirstTake "Oracle
Would Gain a Mainframe Data Extraction Module Through Its Acquisition of
Carleton") 
Multiple messaging-oriented middleware (its own, as well as support for
Tibco Software's Rendezvous and IBM's MQSeries)

Like  most  other  vendors  in  this  market  (e.g.,  Active  Software,  Vitria
Technology,  New  Era  of  Networks,  Software  Technologies,  Tibco  and  TSI  ),
Oracle is focusing on the business-to-business space in its marketing. Although
Oracle is late to market in this segment, by dint of its installed base as well as
its  large  services  division,  Oracle  will  have  the  opportunity  of  being  an
important  player.  Apart  from  Oracle-centric  enterprises,  Oracle's  integration
products  may  find  initial  usage  for  sites  considering  Oracle's  customer
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relationship  management  offerings.  The  integration  products  will  also  be
actively used by Oracle services and will give Oracle's services unit a means by
which to shore up its revenue stream in the wake of a slowdown in enterprise
resource planning implementations. 

Analytical Sources: Roy Schulte and Sanjeev Varma, Application Integration
and Middleware Strategies 
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